fHE FARMER AN

D MECHANIC

9

= @2

i Ioditorial Correspondence,)

New York, N, Y., Sept. 25—There are
preachers and preachers, and when
ne goes to hear one who preaches
he eternal verities as if they were not
‘he light of life he is apt thereafter to
et the church going habit go into
"mnocuous desuetude when he comes
Lo this great city. The time was that
there were a few great preachers herg
who attracted visitors to the meirop-
©lis to hear them preach. They added
wonderful gifts of oratory to ability of
a high order, and the Beechers and
Talmedges were among the chief ob-
jects of interest to visitors. There are
earned and great preachers here now,
but none so widely known or with
such popular gifts as Talmadge of
$Heecher., This is the hardest place in
ihe world for a preacher to get a hear-
ing. The hurry and rush of life, the
presence of many visitors, the cosmo-
politan character of the population,
and the deplorable gettling away from
itlhie old church going habit have unit-
«d to lessen the influence of the gos-
yel ministry., Try however so much the
minister finds so many other things
crowding the lives of the people he
finds it difficult to get a hearing for
the eternal truth he has been called
o deliver, 1f men will not go to
¢hurch how can he deliver the mes-
gage?

A few months agzo the brilliant Rev,
Dr. Aked resigned the pulpit of the
biggest Baptist church here to go to
California. He had large congrega-
tions here, but he said he felt he could
not get hold of the people and that he
wuas discouraged after giving his~best
to this big city. Pastorates are short
iived here for that very reason. And
vet—ig the fault ull with the people? 1
think the chief fault is with the gad-
ding spirit of the age and the
materialism that has shut God out of
0 many lives, but is it ndt true as
ever that if a great man has a mes-
sage he will find a hearing, and if no
Wil 12 opened to him, he will make a
Voot and deliver his message ?

o Wwent to my hotel last Saturday
I was trying to decide where to
#0 v church on the following day. On
e previous Sumday I had heard Dr.
Torrey, the well known evangelist who
has preached in several North Caro-
Hna cities, and had in mind to go to
hear Dr. Jowett, the singularly able
Fnglishman who has made reputation
@t KFifth Avenue Presbyterian church.
But inquiry gave the news that he had
not returned from his vacation, 1n a
yuandary as to where 1 should go to
church the next morning, or whether
1 should go at all 1 bought a Collier's
and went to my room to read it. In
# few minutes I had plunged into the
third of a most interesting series of
articles by Peter Clarge Macfarlane
bheaded “Charles L. Goodell, Pastor of
the lLargest Methodist Churceh in the
World.” His picture attracted me, too,
for he somewhat resembles former
Licutenant Governor W. D. Turner,
of Norih Carolina, Hardly had I read
the first column when it was clear that
the use of my time on Sunday morn-
ing was determined, and fixed by the
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merest accident of finding Mackar-
lane’s article in the casual purchase
of 4 paper, Some people would say

thiat this was a leading, others that it
wius a providential message to hear
the preacher. No matter whether the

cvhance reading of the paper was mere |

accidental or the Jeadings of the hands
of Providence, I went to the church
about which Macfariane wrote so in-
terestinely, and heard a truly excellent
scrmon upon old truths presented
with clearness and impressiveness. It
Wus the story that Maefarlane told in
the tirst ¢column of the slory that
cansed me to go—a story T am going
1o ouote here, 1f it 1mpel_led me (0 £0
to hear the man who put his religion
to the test, will not the story also In-
lerest every reader of these lines
Jlere is the first part of Macfarlane’s
story about the preacher of the larg-
¢xl AMethodist church in the city, giv-
¢n in his own words in Collier's:

=1 un just out of State’s prison!”

i, tiondell was in the midst of a

ro.i .1 service when a man stood up
in ‘¢ wisle and shouted these words

&t him in a voice that was harsh with
exciiement, The preacher paused in
his discourse, The audience
breathless and transfixed. Every
glance was turned upon the man in
the sisle. His head was bent forwards.
The muacles of his face were set. The
beam of his eye rested steadily upen
the face of the minister, After a
moment that was tense almost to
vainfulness, he repeated his statement
and amplitied it.

“T am just out of Stale’s prison.
7T was pguilty of all that was
charged and of things which were
never found out. You have been
saying things here which are tre-
mendously true or terribly false.
You have been talking about
some One who could save people
from their sins, You said it made
no difference how wicked a man

sat | and the congregation stood and sang?

| or a milserable fuilure, confessing de- |

HIS METHODS

h;td been if he repented; that hie !
Bins would be blotted ocut. You
sald he would know he was for-
g_'iven and the sense of condemuna-
tion and guilt would be gone.
Now, if you are sayving what VOu
do not know to be true, you ought
lo be ashamed. If you are hold-
Ing out to & man like me a hope
when there is no hope, you ocught
to stop it.” -
A Idfe or Death Bargain.
“At this point, without appearing |
to cease speaking, the man's voice
seemed to die out of him and he stood ,
silent, but with the intensity of his|
pose unrelieved—and his hungry eyes
searching the face of the preacher. |
The sincerity of the man obviously
entitled him to every consideration/,
There was tragedy in the IThes of his|
face and in the tones of his voice.
He took some steps nearer, to bring
himself directly in front of the chun-
cel, and, stretching out his hund in «
gesture of appeal, said:

‘I want to know, sir, whether
you believe that this religion yvou
are preaching can save a man like
me. You said that Jesus, saved
thief on the cross. Do von believe
that Jesus can save g thief now?’
“The man’'s chin quivered and his

eyes swam 4as again the voice died out
of him. The entire audience was
moved by the force of his appeal. Dr.
Goodell confesses that he felt it to his
heels, but he felt also his faith rise
within him at the challenge. He |
reached across the chancel rail and
took the appealing, outst-etched hand
in his, sayving, in a voice for all to
hear:

“‘My brother, T have honestly
declared a message in which 1
believe. I cannot afford to preach
a Gospel that is not true, and 1
will not.. T am ready to make this
contract with you. If you will
meet the conditions which are
laid down in the Bible, by which
a man may come to God, and you
do not find salvation, I will never

. again go into this pulplt to
preach!”

“Something like a sigh swept over
the audience as they realized the sig-
nificance of the issues thus joined. As
for the two men, they knelt together |
at the altar. There was an earnest
exposition of the way of life by the
doctor with the open Bible before him,
with eager, earnest listening by the

man. Thereafter the minister prayed
fervently, and the seeker himself ut-

tered a few broken sentences. There
were other incidents of the revival ger-
vice that night, but nothing compar-
able in Importance to this one, and
the congregation was dismissed in
suppressed excitement. The service of
the following night had been an-
nounced, but with the stipulation that
Dr. Goodell would not preach except
upon the condition which all now un-
derstood.
“Will It Work?"”

“As the congregation passed out
and left the doctor alone, and finally
the man who had challenged his Gos-
pel so strangely was ualso gone, Dr.
Goodell began to feel a sinking at the
heart. He realized that he had risked
all the future of his ministry upon
the chance issue of affairs in the soul
of a highly emotional creature who
had strayed into his meeting. Yet he
reasoned with himself that he had
done right and only what an honest
preacher could do. He believed that
redemption began here and now. 1f
this man—if any honest seeker
couldn’t get it, then either there was
no such thing or else he the ]Jl"_é.'l(']:l—
er, did not know how to proclaim 1t
and might therefore as well ceuse 10
preach as to continue. _

“FHowever. Dr. Goodell did not sleep
much that night. and the next day was
a restless one for him. Some of his
parishioners thought he had been too
rash and came to tell him so, but he
withstood thelr urgings, Night came,
and the hour for service. Dr. Good-
ell was at the church. but did not en-
ter the pulpit. Instead he sat just
inside the chancel rail with his eyes
upon the door, Would the man
come? Would he come a congueror

The time to preach at length
Dr.
hyvmn,

feat?
arrived, but the man did not.
Goodell announced another

s sThere is ua fountain filled with i
blood,” ete.

“Agq the last note died hasty steps

were heard in the veastibule, then the!
doors swung and a m:m-—l_he man—
with hair disheveled and his fmnurr?sl
dripping perspiration, rushed down |
th?‘ all‘t;alg car broke rinwn.‘. he ex- |
~laimed, breathlessly, ‘Hut—— ;md hur:l
voice rose in hoarse notes of trlt:.mphr
—_*vou can go sahead and preacht’ '

“Dr. Goodell's life has been full of
crises like this. He is alwfu_\‘ea ‘Fi%'mgii
to test the power of his mz_nmgr:;,
afresh by that one a_«ulhunt?n_fe:
standard of this pragmatlc day: “111::
it work?’ 1In his )‘umhf;‘xl davs, pg,{
a4 shrewd Massachusetls Yankee boy,

been swallowed up or jost in this big [T he ¢

in every other city in the world, *
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was somewhere in or around Beoston, | Seventh ave nius Fle writes  }
Still the Yyoung prea her put his min- | (© the chur'h ae followes
i1Istry on probation. Again the re-| The church s a p! 4 :
i sults came, The chureh grew heyond  plainly furtnished, and © sres MW .
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ell was soon tested in another field, (1 found it ditheglt 14 de ¢ vk ot .
| The results came as before. There was Dr. Goodell, and va- o ¢ % .
' no question  about it.  The earnest [conclusion that pe. ! ~® s b,
yYyoung minister wuas a murvelous man there vwas o forcef .| Iooliing pers
winner.” the pulpit chalr nearest me with <, ot
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vary Church there will be a funeral in | ' ’ s -

first Sunday in February, 1905, which
wasg the lirst day upon which he ex-
of the
sjospel after a period of evenrelistic
there were three hundred
and sixty-four applicants for member-

(ioodell
knows, is the largest number of per-

tended the general invitation
preaching,
ship,

which, so far as Dr.

‘o t Strre Yoot - § L i
Calvary's parsonage. * ®* * 1 will die 1\'::; rt.i;hlr'l'_”;“:,”h“‘:‘_fl_d'r. I":’f"ri' .
in the strects before there shall be a \\‘1;101; h:un"“’*t ":_'; il: i et
fuilure of God's gres ork in New se to sprak, if ¢ ibera
York ('i?y . s great work in New nicism be permissible, his rarely un.s-
But thera wag no failure. On the sertive manner asserted tself, he

man’'s voice and bearing were sinople.
He made but the slightest use

ot per-

sonality. There was no suggestion,
magnetism. He made no qulck moswe

ments., There was not one «rackling,
vibrant note in his tones. Tle seeninied
to be afraid of attracting attention o
his presence there upon the platforn.

song ever received at one time into the | Only he kept on talking, and one in st
fellowship of one Protestant congre- | @dmit that his sentences began to L

gation. The membership of the church |pungent.

Have
is Mr, Macfarlane’s story of how his
succesg hag been won, and it should be

has grown from 1,600 to 3,200.

widely read:

'Yet Dr. Goodell's

of professionalism about them.
rets, There
deep bass drum,
tation of professional
multiplication of

a chorus of singers and

evangelistic|: =« -
methods are simple. There is no taint
They
are accompanied by no fanfare of cor-{- - -
is no throbbing of the
There is no impor-
exhorters or
evangelistic stage
rersonages and stage properties, with
talkers and
workers who are uncannily skilled in

“The Practice of Religion”
was his subject. Ile begun soon to 1 e
saying: ""Religion Is thg relation of the
soul to God, and the practice of 1t 9
the practire of the presence of (3od
God’'s regament IS not @ camp
fire or a4 ritual or a creed, but & Foud
life, growing into a goud character
Theology is only a4 wav of
thinking; religion 1= a way of hivine
“3till, the man was disappointing
He plodded forward almest monot
nously with his entirely uninfle ted
discourse. Thare was no possibility of
making an Interesting personal.iy
story for Coellier's readers ovut of such

pandering to the psychology of theia preacher. [ had been misled in
crowd. Instead, Dr. Goodell simplyicoming to hear him., Awav down

devotes one month of every pastoral | mv heart a very unworshipf

gentd

yYear, the month of January, usually, iment framed itgelf, 4 sentiment whi h
to evangelistic preaching, every singf™7if vocalized would have sounded like

night, of the Gospel as he understands the word of Ashdod:
it. The service may be relieved now |
the |

and then or embellished

by
preaching of a neighboring pastor, but |
for the most part the doctor is his
own evangelist, and his own mission- !
ary as well, for he spends the day be-
fore the night of the evangelisiic sar- |

‘Stung'' Yes, ]
was stung. I looked around upon the
andience in a kind of sympathy, Thev
[were stung, 100, poor people, and therse
werao =0 Ve ry, very many of
thean, ranK after rank .
gseats, @1l of themnm full: thespuoes

5 : - buck under the gallery full also; and
mon in going among the people and . I: ooy 1Ly e Fh i s 4 v gosn
personazlly persuading them to the Let- _“]lt’\“‘:' ..;...r”.::jl,‘gt?.?r.:15},?“1;1:7; d"”‘}\r:"I
ter life. Nor is he any respecter of (700 0° N - It ; ]

persons at such times.) Ilig friends | th Pews thit ‘were fiiled, the wotn-
(o1l f o Geiadon whenla .‘-tl-'ifﬂr!;ldf‘,'.“ s hats I.,-.nr‘.un'_rl l.Ho-” SO e :‘- W
merchant and manufacturer, wh-;m-'l“"’:”"‘“:L 11':F'1"nq' PR e T
final triumph had come in the eree- | these neopie had """‘_"__' CORE: h'f’“
tion of a great business block, which iike this Sunday after Sunday ";! ,'::{“
wag rl”.!:‘d, floor on foor (o the Vervy vears, 1L seemed ‘!:lfl"ﬂt that they 013l

top, with goods of his own productioa.

which were there assembiled for sale.

bad personally conducted Dir.

ress life. The minpister heard him
through with svmpathy, ¢ven entored
inmto his enthusiasm over edach victory,

and, when the narrator had

(zooudell
through the entire establishment, and
as he went, told the story of his busi-

tinished,
ag they stood at the top of the store,

on the very pinnacle of his achleve-
ments, 4as 1t were, asked hime:

“How ubout (Ged? And vour «duty
to himi? God, who gave you Il
prosperitv’’

“Nor did the matter end witly whiat

might baldiy sound like an in
rent question, As the mimster
| it. the question was not impert

and there, amid the
merchanaise

it all placed his hand in the

nerti-

arked
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heterogeny of
emporium, the power of

minister's
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and pledged himself to walk toward

heaven.”
1 sometimes wonder whether
preachers would put their

the ““Thou art the man’
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up if called 1«
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church., If I were a
it is the highest
have felt lifted
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| deal with their hearers and with men :
they seek out away from their church- [lIstening. 2 hat as
| es—1 eav I wonder if there would h
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' highest service)—I think 1 would
| preach more to folks who do not go
to church than to those who Zo to
church—that is I would go 1o <o 1hie

ol d

ot have been deceived by o false lure

Then | fell to considering faces, Fyvery
eve was on the preacher. The hear
ers owere in a4 waiting mood They sat
like candidates siabmitting ta the ot
lemnnpted bewitohments of o miesme Nt
They were zoinge to give his Spel
fair chande to “take" if it woubi ]
tnrned to the companion at 1ns e
who was also hearinge Jr, (Goode .
the first time, and found another pan

ralt
of eyves that wers iixed and moltlionless

The spell was taking in that o
g -] ;.“I' thi prea }."r he had
$11v moved around on 1o the other side

of the pulpit,
his

and was stretching ot
! gesture, His ey hod
tightened, his voice had becomnme an

hand 1in a

mated: the flow of personalily was
appar=nt. TFor &4 nioment these delalls
were noted, and then I, too, ceased 1o

jevi- and listened only. Ones, Ly a

lent wrenoh of the will, an eye wae
nat bacl over the auditoriumn The
people noght have been figumes of
wax., They were listening, atening,

listening' with all the souis of then
} 11 the word, hstening
list=ning: nult Lo a@an oritor, not to
I rases < - d t_, 1} SIrdafiony
Futs i el b NTe lustr Y not
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there Was pPuasing not !} il by a
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truth, not to hop forms Lut to
an assimilable spiritual messigE« In
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